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schools. It discusses legislative power to organize schools, including to autho. 
rize charter schools, school districts and administrative officers and boards, 
school property and buildings, school funds and expenditures, teachers and 
other employees, pupils and their relationship to the school, regulation of cur- 
ricula, the relationship between government and church-related schools, and 
private schools, including correspondence schools and other private schools of 
a posthigh school level, but not colleges. 


Federal Aspects 
Schools are subject to numerous provisions of federal law pertaining to 
financial assistance and mandates, including the No Child Left Behind Act 
and the Equal Access Act. Federal statutes have also been enacted with the 
aim of providing equal educational opportunities, such as the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act. Federal constitutional law affects the regula- 
tion of students’ rights to free speech and to publish student newspapers, as 
well as the interaction of schools and religion. Moreover, § 2 of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, which establishes a general prohibition against voting 
procedures that result in the denial or abridgment of the right to vote on ac- 
count of race or color, is generally applicable to school board elections. 
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KeyCite®: Cases and other legal materials listed in KeyCite Scope can be researched 
through the KeyCite service on Westlaw®. Use KeyCite to check citations for form, paral- 
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citations to other decisions and secondary materials. 


I INTRODUCTORY MATTERS 
A. DEFINITIONS 
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A.L.R. Library 
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§1 Education; school 


Research References 
West's Key Number Digest, Education €10, 18, 26 


“Education” consists of the opportunity to obtain the knowledge and 
skills described in caselaw, legislatively enacted education goals, and 
standards, but does not reflect a right to a guaranteed educational 
outcome.’ 

_ Although the term “school” is a generic term with numerous mean- 
ings, the common denominator is that a “school” is a place where instruc- 
tion is given, generally to the young.” Although the word “school” in its 
broad sense includes all schools or institutions, regardless of grade 
level,’ the word “school” frequently has been defined in state constitu- 
tions and statutes as referring only to the public common schools," and 
when used in a statute or contract, “school” usually does not include 
Universities, business colleges, or other institutions of higher education 
unless the intent to include them is clearly indicated.“ 
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[Section 1] 665, 70 N.E. 550 (1904). 
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§2 “Common” or “public” schools 
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$3 Charter schools 
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Validity, construction, and application of statute i j 
schools, 78 A.L.R.5th 533 or regulation governing charter 


A charter school is a school managed by pri i 

primarily with local school PE fae i ae aa 
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ties subject to a State Tort Claims Act.® 


+ Distinction: A “site” and a “schoolsite” are not the same within 
the meaning of a charter schools act; “site” speaks to location, while 
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§4 High schools 


Research References 
West’s Key Number Digest, Education ¢=10, 13, 26 


A high school is a school in which the higher branches of a common 
school education are taught." 

A “standardized high school” is a high school that complies with state- 
established standards and conditions under which state aid will be 
furnished, and the character of a high school as a standardized school is 
not affected by the fact that a nonstandardized high school may offer 
instruction or courses of a superior character, depending upon the action 
of the board of education.? 


$5 “Schoolhouse” 


Research References 
West’s Key Number Digest, Education 10, 13, 26 


As used in some statutes, the word “schoolhouse” includes not only 
the schoolhouse itself but also the entire school plant, including 
playgrounds, gymnasiums,’ stadiums, and structures maintained for 
competitive athletic games and sports, and other buildings that are used 
in a manner that is prescribed or permitted by school law.? 


B. EDUCATION AS GOVERNMENT FUNCTION 
Research References 

West’s Key Number Digest 
Education 10, 12 to 16 


A.L.R. Library 


A.L.R. Index, Schools and Education 
West’s A.L.R. Digest, Education 10, 12 to 16 
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responsibility of state 


Research References 
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